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eyte mitogenic factor could explain the growth of malignant mela-
nomas in sun-protected skin. These findings are provocative and 
exciting; their implications regarding the development of malig-
nant melanomas have tremendous significance in terms of epidemi-
ology and preventive medicine. 
I was surprised, however, by the omission of a reference to the 
pioneering study published 20 yean ago by L<e and Merrill [3[ in 
which a "solar circulating factor" was "proposed 2S the 2gent re-
sponsible for the high incidence of melanomas of unexposed sites in 
white people living near the Equator ... . " Lee and Merrill did not 
discover the speci fic circulating melanocyte mitogenic factor, but 
they, as well as others, provided a historic groundwork and an 
intellectual impetus for the search for such a factor. This work 
should be recognized, appreciated, and acknowledged. 
Steven R. Kohn, M.D. 
Columbia University 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
New York, New York, U.S.A. 
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REPLY 
Thank you for your appreciating comments on the scientific part of 
our anicle. Concerning your remark upon the reference list, we are 
fully aware of the publication by Lee and Merrill, where they pro-
pose the existence of a usolar-circulating factor." We have ac-
knowledged their paper in our original animal study, where, for the 
first time, we describe the existence of a systemic UV -effect on the 
melanocytes and discuss the basic principles [t J. 
Ulrika Srierner, M.D. 
Inger Rosdahl, M.D., Ph.D. 
Departments of Oncology and Dermatology 
Sahlgrenska Hospital, Sweden 
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NICHOLAS NICOLAIDES 
Ph.D. 
1915-1988 
Nicholas Nicolaides died on December 7,1988 at the age of 
73. Born in Baltimore, Maryland, he received his ph.D. in 
Physical Organic C hemistry from the University of Chicago 
in 1950. Dr. Nicolaides held academic appointments in Der-
matology at the University of Chicago, the University of 
Oregon, and the University ofSouchern California School of 
Medicine. Best known to dermatologists for his work on the 
struCture of skin lipids, at an age when most retire, Dr. Nico-
laides began to study meibomian gland lipids. an area he 
actively pursued until the time of his death . 
Dr. Nicolaides is survived by his wife, two sons, and a 
daughter. 
